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Of the Directors of the twenty-fourth General Meeting of the Mis- 
sionary Society of London, May 14, 1818. 


(Continued from page 14, vol. 4.) 


THEOPOLIS, 
(About 60 miles N’. E. of Bethelsdorp.) 


By letters from our brethren, Ul!lbricht and Barker, we find, that 
both have been much indisposed, and the latter almost wholly in- 
capacitated from labour. Mr. Ullbricht expresses. much thankful 
ness to God tor his goodness ever since this settlement was formed, 
as a branch from Bethelsdorp, in the year 1814. The situation 
being but two miles from the sea, and near rivers and a wood, is 
very advantageous, and affords many facilities for a comfortable 
subsistence. The external circumstances of this station are gene- 
rally encouraging; much land is cultivated, and but for frequent 
droughts the produce would be abundant. ‘Their cattle is much 
increased, and they hope soon to improve their houses; there are 
now upwards of 80 gardens, each containing about an acre of 
ground, and additional ones are forming.* 

‘As to our privileges,’ says Mr. Ullbricht, “the greatest of all 
is, that our labour has not been in vain; many souls have been 
brought to the knowledge of the Lord; this lightens all our burdens. 
Our church consists of 87 members (59 men and 48 women.)” 
They have been occasionally plundered by the neighbouring Caf- 
fres, whose incursions occasion some degree of apprehension; but 
they repose confidence in the Divine Saviour. 

Mr. Barker proceeds with the school, though much hindered 


* «In 1814,’ says Mr. Ullbricht, «we sowed 20 bushels of corn, and 
noha but little, on account of the drought. In 1815 we sowed 60 

usheis—gathered 608 (of 8 bushels | gathered 224.) In 1816 we sowed 
212 bushels, and for my own use 20, but did not gather so much as the 
last year from the 8 This year 1817) we sowed 252 bushels” It is 
pleasing to observe the increase of cultivation, and it is a proof that the 
missionaries have not been idle or inattentive, as the opposers of the Afri- 
can missions Say, to civilization. 
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by extreme illness; some of the children have begun to write on 
paper. | 

An Auxiliary Missionary Society has been formed which last 
year produced about 161, besides 8 rix dollars contributed by the 
children of the school. : 

We entertain much hope that this settlement will prove a great 
blessing to the country. 


| emndeeall 


- 7 47 rat " 
STATIONS BEYOND 'THE COLONY. 
CAFFRARIA, 

(Kat river, about 200 miles NM. E. of Bethelsdorp.) 

To this new, distant, and arduous station, Mr. Williams, with 
no other assistant than Jan Tsatzoe, a converted native, repaired 
in July, 1816, where he built a house tor himse!f and family, form- 
ed a garden, inclosed ground for corn, and prepared for conducting 
water to it froma distance. His labour has been very considera. 
ble. About 100 Caffres attend his ministry on the Lord’s-day, and 
about 70 on other days. He has commenced a school for the na- 
tive children, about 150 of whom have learned the alphabet; some 
could spell, and most of them have committed to memory an ex- 
cellenthymn. The attention of the people while he preaches, is 
remarkably great; nota word is heard, nor a smile perceived, Mr. 
Williawns entertained some hope of a few persons being under con- 
cern for their souls; many continue steadily to attend the word, 
and unite in prayer; and though their Knowledge is yet but small, 
he had reason to believe that his labour was not wholly in vain, 

Mr. Williams greatly needs further assistance, and we hope that 
Mr. Brownlee, a missionary originally i: t nded for Lattakoo, and 
who was inclined to join him, has obtan.ed permission from the 
government at the Cape to proceed to Kat river for that purpose, 

HEPHZIBALL, 
(In Namaqualand, about five days journey north of Graaf Res nett.) 

Mr. Corner and J. Goeyman, occupied this station for a short 
time after Mr. Smit, but were ordered to leave it, and have retired 
for the present to Bethelsdorp. But we are glad to hear that his 
excellency the governor has permitted Mr. Moffit and Mr. Kitch- 
ingman to proceed to this spot, where the people are earnestly desi- 
rous of hearing the word.* 

GRIQUA TOWN, 
(Morth of the Great, or Orange river.) 
We are happy to state, that the mission at Griqua Town appears 


to be in more favourable circumstances than during the two preced- 
ing years. Some persons who had behaved ill, and left the settle- 


* Mr. Kitchingman is gone to Bethany; he had proceeded on the 3d of 
December last as far as Byzondermeid, with Mr. Moffat, who was going 
to Peace Mountain to join Mr, Ebner, 
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ment, and whose conduct threatened much mischief, have repented 
and returned to the settlement, after which the work prospered; 
and Mr, Anderson, in a letter dated Griqua town, 15th Jan. 1817, 
says, scarcely a sabbath passes but we receive one or more by bap- 
tism. The revival is chiefly among the females, who have now a 
social meeting among themselves, in which Mrs. Anderson and 
Mrs. Helm preside. Mr. Anderson had baptised filty adults, tae | 
young persons, whose hearts the Lord had powerfully impressed, 
even at the time in which the enemy of souls was permitted so to 
rage, as threatened to destroy the whole settlement; but by the 
preaching of the word, several of the most violent opposers had re- 
turned, asking forgiveness, and promising to do every thing in their 
power for the good of the station. 

A great quantity of corn was sown the last year, and much new 
land cultivated, All things considered, we have great cause for 
thankfulness. 


BETHSEDA, 
(On the Great river, between Griqua town and Pella.) 


Mr. Sass relates, in his journal, many pleasing instances of the 
power of divine grace in the hearts of the poor Corannas, many of 
whom appear to be truly pious. About twenty adults were baptiz- 
ed in the course of the year, besides children. ) 

The converted people of this settlement, in their intercourse 
with kraals of Bushmen and others, frequently take occasion affec- 
tionately to speak of Christ and salvation to them, and sometimes 
apparently with much effect. In one piace they found a large 
kraal of Bushmen, and were surprised to hear their chief speaking 
to them of the things of God, which he had occasionally heard at 
Bethesda, and conducting divine service in an orderly manner. 

They frequently suffer by the incursions of the wild Bushmen, 
who steal their cattle. In one instance they apprehended several 
men, who some months before had robbed them; but instead of pun- 
ishing them, as they expected, they treated them with kindness, 
and made them a present of several sheep and goats. They were 
astonished and ashamed; and one of them, trembling, said to some 
others, “I shall not believe they will spare my life, until [ get 
home in safety; for though they deal thus kindly with us at present, 
they will certainly kill us as we return.” They found, however, 
that the benign principles of the gospel prevailed; and thus the 
christians “overcame evil with good.” Who can tell what a happy 
effect such an instance of love may produce; how -— it may 
prevent future assaults, and prepare the hearts of the people to re- 
ceive the lovely religion of Christ! 

Mr. Sass concludes his journal by saying, “much reason have we 
to praise and glorify the Lord, our most beloved Saviour, for what 
he has done among a people so uncivilized. Brethren and fathers, 
let us have a part in your sincere prayers.” 
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LATTAKOO, 
(About 800 miles north of the Cape.) 


After two unsuccessful attempts to commence a mission in this 
city, the missionaries, on the third visit, succeeded. When they 
arrived there, on the 28th of December, 1816, they found the king 
sitting in the midst of his chiefs, and upon informing him that they 
were come in consequence of the permission he had given to Mr. 
Campbell, and his promise that he would be a father to them, he 
began to repeat the objections formerly stated; but having pleaded 
the king’s promise, and that the good people over the great waters 
had sent them on purpose to do them good, the king gave them leave 
to unyoke their oxen under the great tree, which amounted toa 

ermission for them to remain. On the very next day, one of the 
fectirer. who understood the Bootsuanna Janguage, commenced 
preaching to the people. 

Not long after the arrival of the missionaries, the king, with about 
a thousand of his people. armed, set out on a predatory expedition 
against a northern tribe, contrary to the earnest solicitations of the 
brethren, to whose care, however, he committed his queen and fa- 
mily during his absence. When the conflict took place, his forces 
were immediately routed, about two hundred were killed, and himw- 
self hurt in his feet in the retreat. He returned with difficulty to 
Lattakoo, heartily repenting of the ill-judged and unfortunate ex- 
pedition. 

The missionaries having now obtained his favour and friendship, 
he requested their continuance with him, though this measure was 
not agreeable to some of his principal people. And judging that 
the present site of the town, which had long been found inconve- 
nient, would become more so by the accession of the missionaries 
and those who accompanied them, he determined to remove toa 
more eligible spot, situated on the banks of the Krooman river, 
about three days journey nearer to Griqua town. On the fourth of 
June the missionaries removed to the Krooman, and commenced 
their preparations for the settlement. Mr. Hamilton’s mechanical 
operations in the structure of a water-mill filled them with aston- 
ishment.* 

In a letter dated May 23d, 1817, it is stated, that some of the 
king’s family were very attentive to religious instruction; and that 

one of them, on hearing a person complain that he could not under- 


* When they saw Mr. H. make a hole through the millstone, they 
were so astonished, that they thought he must be morethana man. ‘I'he 
iron chain of the wagon also filled them with surprise, they could not 
conceive how the 'inks were put together; and one of the chiefs seeing a 
missionary form a steel and strike fire with it, insisted he must be a god. 
Some of the people from the neighbourhoed of Lattakoo, observing the 
supe:ior knowledge of the missionaries, said to the inhabitants, that they 
were highly favoured, for God had come to visit them, This is mention- 
ed only to show, that the avowed superiority of the missionaries in the 
knowledge of the useful arts, may prepare the minds of the people for lis. 
tening to their spiritual instruction. 
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stand the word, advised him to retire, and say, “Lord Jesus, open 
my heart to understand and love thy word,” assuring him that he 
would hear his prayer. 

The printing press for Lattakoo is arrived at Griqua town, and 
the missionaries have begun to compile a dictionary and catechism 
in the Bootsuanna language. We hope ere lovg to hear that read ~ 
ing, writing, and printing, have commenced at Lattakoo.* 

(To be continued.) 


——e + a 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


SPEECH OF THE EARL OF HARROWBY, 
At the annual meeting in May last. 


It is with peculiar pleasure that I seize this moment of offeri 
myself to your notice, immediately after the speech we have hear 
from the representative of the United States of America, because I 
do not knuwa more striking proof of that feeling, which a society 
like this is calculated to excite and to spread, than that it should fall 
to my lot, in this metropolis, to have the pleasure of seconding a 
motion made by the minister of a foreign state. In truth, my lord, 
it is a strong proof, that in this cause there is nothing foreign; but 
from the progress of this society, and of societies like this, we may 
be sanguine enough to hope, that the period may be appreaching, 
(whether with steps more s!ow or more rapid, can be known only to 
that Providence which guides every step of it.) when, in the true 


sense of the word, all men shall be one fold, under one Shepherd. 


My lord, I had another reason for wishing to take an early op- 
portunity of addressing myself to your lordship, a reason which 
perhaps reflects some degree of shame upon myself; and it is this, 
that | have not the happiness of being one of those who wece early 
engaged in the ranks of this society: whether, because I was dis- 


~ tracted by many other subjects, or whatever was the cause, such 
' was the fact: and what was it that first directed my attention to 
this subject? It was the sounding of the trumpet of alarm. Though 
~ Thad not sufficiently attended to the progress of tie society, to be 


_ myself a competent judge of its proceedings, yet it did strike me, 


as a most singular circumstance, that it should be a subject of alarm 
to that church which I had always conceived to glory, that its foun- 


dation was the Bible, and its object to spread that sacred book more 


extensively; that that which was a protestant church, which rested 
its own defence of separation from the church of Rome upon the 


“right of private judgment, should hold forth such distrust, should 





hold so much at a distance from itself all those who, (whether right 


‘or wrong) had presumed for themselves to exercise the same right 


* Mr. John Evans, who was intended to settle at Lattakoo, has relin- 
quished his work as a missionary, and is settled as a Dutch minister at 


Cradock. ‘The directors think it is equitable, that he should repay to 
the missionary society their expenses on his behalf. 
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which the church of England had exercised for itself; that it should 
be deemed, if not a stain, yet a detraction from the advantage and 
benefit of a good work, to partake with them in the pursuit of it? 
But, if there was nothing in argument, was there any thing to be 
found in the conduct of this immense society, which could justify 
that alarm by fact? To argument upon the subject, I paid every 

ossible attention: to pretend tosay that [, or any man, cold have 
read, with deep attention, every publication that has appeared i:pon 
the subject, would be absurd; but this [ can truly say, that I have 
read, with the best attention in my power, every publication that 
has materially attracted the notice of the publick. I have read 
every statement of (acts on both sides of the question, which were 
represented to me as worth reading; and the deliberate result of that 
investigation has been, a confirmation of the opinion which first 
struck me; that so far from any danger existing to the establish- 
ment of which Iam a member, the union of that church with this 
society only adds to its credit, its dignity, and its usefulness, and 
therefore cannot but add to its strength. 

My lord, I have been unfortunately prevented from arriving 
here early enough to have more than a cursory view of the report 
which has been read to youand this assembly. I can only speak of 
the general impression it has given me; and that impression is grati- 
fying in the highest degree; it proves that, during a period of more 
thar ordinary pressure, whatever retrenchments have been made, 

evsons have not applied their economy to the Bible Society, and 
that it has been assisted in every part of the world, by exertions 
nearly corresponding; that its influence has spread to an extent, 
and its great name has arisen in a manner in which no other soci- 
ety, however respectably constituted, or well conducted, could have 
done. No insulated society in this country, belonging to one pecu- 
liar class, be that class what it may, could exc:te,in ail nations and 
in all countries, and among all sects, the same degree of enthusiastic 
adherence which has arisen from the very nature of the society be- 
fore us. How could we successfully call upon them to lay aside 
any of their prejudices—to forget fora moment, and fora moment 
only, their own peculiar predilections, unless we set them that exam- 

le ourselves. 

To return to the motion which I have the honour of seconding: 
To many of us, whose minds have not been so well disciplined as 
your lordship’s, your situation on this day might be a subject of 
pride and exuitation; to you, | am persuaded, it isa subject of hum- 
ble gratitude that Providence, which has permitted you to be the 
instrument of such extensive, such ever-during benefit. Others 
may fully partake of the pleasure arising from the general success 
of this society; but there is one quarter of the globe to which your 
tordship must look with peculiar interest: it must be an object of 
gratification to your mind, to reflect upon the anxiety with which, 
during your presence in India, you endeavoured to provide four the 
temporal welfare of millions; but with feelings of a higher order 
must you now recollect, that, since your absence, your influence in 
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this society has contributed to diffuse among them blessings of a 
far higher description. ‘That the prospect which is open before us, 
may be abundantly more extended, must be the object of our wishes 
and our prayers, and ought also to be that of our exertions. 
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DOMESTICK, 


STATE OF RELIGION IN NORTH CAROLINA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Samuel C. Caldwell. in Mecklin- 
burgh county, North Carolina, dated September 22, 1818. 


“You will, no doubt, expect that I shall give you some account of the 
state of religion among us, but I am truly at a loss to know how to 
describe it. The ministers of religion are, I think, unusually assisted 
in the discharge of their duties, in unfolding the truths of the gospel; 
in explaining the method of salvation, through the righteousness of 
Christ; in opening the treasures of grace contained in the promises, 
and in describing the nature, limits, and obligations of the divine 
law; but their success in bringing men to Jesus, in persuading them 
to embrace the gospel, and to renounce the devil, the world, and 
the flesh, is not very considerable. Charitable institutions have 
multiplied exceedingly. Thereis a Sunday school at almost every 
clitreh, in which black people are tanght to read. Tract societies 
are very numerous. We have a Bible society, called the Concord 
Bible society, which has hitherto held its meetings in Charlotte and 
Sugar creek church. We have a missionary society, which meets 
annually en one of the days of the Synod; the funds are respectable 
and ‘increasing. 

‘The ladies in Charlotte and Sugar creek have made their pastor 
a member for life of the American Bible society, and of the United 
Foreign Missionary society. It appears that the Lord has taken to 
himself his power, and will cause every knee to bow, and every 
tongue to confess. Saints and sinners, prosperity and adversity, 
and angels and devils, must be controlled, and employed for the 
establishment of the kingdom of truth and righteousness. It is per- 
haps a greater attainment in christian experience, than has fre- 
quently been imagined, to learn to wait on God in faith, for the ac- 
complishment of his promises. It is perhaps more difficult to unite 
importunity with a waiting spirit, than the most of us have formerly 
believed it to be. ‘The Lord will, however, teach us in his own 
time and way, every lesson which he has appointed us to learn. 
Abraham waited twenty-five years, and Moses forty; and | must 
suppose their faith never arte failed; but the Lord in bis own 
time heard their prayers, fulfilled his promises, and glorified him- 
self in them, and by them—thus we trust, and hope, and pray, and 
wait.” 
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Report of the Inspectors of the Middlebury Sabbath Schools for 
the year 1818. 


The inspectors of the Middlebury Sabbath Schools beg leave to 
report to the society the following facts relative to the schools un- 
der their superintendence. -From the several reports of the mana- 
ger of the western school, it appears that from the 11th of January, 
1818, to the 11th of March, 1818, there were recited in that school 
17,174 verses, which is an average rate of 2,147 per week. For 
the succeeding term of fifteen weeks there were recited 54,421 ver- 
ses; which is nearly at an average of 3,641 for each week. For 
the last term of fourteen weeks ending on the 27th of Sept. 1818, 
the whole number of verses recited, was 25,185; or an average of 
1,799 a week. During the term of fifteen weeks the average num- 
ber of scholars for each was 64, which gives an average of 57 ver- 
ses to each scholar. 

The state of the centre and eastern schools has not been full 
reported by the managers fer the whole period intended to be em- 
braced in this report. The number of verses recited in the former 
during fourteen weeks, commencing with the 15th of March was 
about 34,000, being an average of 2,428 per weck. During the 
succeeding term of fourteen weeks ending on the 27th of Sept. the 
number of verses recited was 21,268—making an aggregate for the 
whole term of twenty-eight weeks of 55,268.—The inspectors have 
not the means of ascertaining the average number of scholars in this 
school; it appears, however, that the whole number of scholars en- 
tered on the books of the several teachers was little short of one 
hundred. 

From the report of the managers of the eastern school it appears 
that during the fourteen weeks commencing on the 8th of March, 
there were rehearsed 26,745 verses, which is an average of 1,910 

er week. ‘The whole number of verses recited in this school from 
the 8th of March to the 27th of Sept. was little short of 38,000. 

The above statement of facts will, we apprehend, furnish satis- 
factory and gratifying evidence to the society of the zeal and per- 
severance of the managers and instructors of the several schools, 
and of the diligence with which a large proportion at least of the 
scholars improve their invaluable privileges. It appears that with- 
in the limits of this borough (containing probably about twelve 
hundred inhabitants) there are upon an average considerably more 
than one hundred children collected every Lord’s day for the pur- 

ose of woral and religious instruction and improvement. These 
children are of all ages from five to fifteen; a majority, however, 
are probably under the age of twelve years:—To the benevolent 
mind, accustomed to observe the force of early impressions, and 
the lasting influence of whatever we are in childhood taught to re- 
vere as sacred, these schools afford a most interesting spectacle. 
They show us a generation educating for God. Who can repress 
the hope or refrain the prayer that He who took young children in 
his arms to bless them, will bless these hallowed fountains of in- 
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struction. It is He that has put it into the hearts of his faithful 
servants to open them: It is He who has supplied those waters of 
life that flow from them, and who can doubt but He will here afford 
the most encouraging tokens of his divine approbation and favour. 
While this report discloses so much that ought to animate and en- 
courage us, it shows also the necessity of renewed zeal and activi- 
ty on the part of the patrons and friends of the Sabbath Schools.— 
We deem it the indispensible duty of parents and guardians by 
every means in their power to afford their countenance and sup- 
port both to the instructors and children. They may do much to 
strengthen the hands and lighten the generous labours of the for- 
mer, and to sustain the interest and encourage the honourable am- 
bition of the latter. 
Published by order of the society, 
ELISHA BREWSTER, Sec’ry. 


——_— 
FROM THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
OBITUARY. 


Particulars relative to the death of the Rev. Samue. J. Mitts, 
communicated in a letter from the Rev. Ebenezer Burgess to the 
father of Mr. Mills, dated brig Success, from Sverra Leone to 
London, English Channel, 13th July, 1818. 


Rev. S. J. Mixts, 


Rev. and dear Sir—Five days ago I saw a vessel steering 
westward, and thinking it possible she might enter some port in 
the United States, I hastily wrote a few sentences in a letter to 
you,which our captain was so kind as to send on board. She prov- 
ed to be the American brig Henrico, from Hamburgh to Philadel- 
phia. That letter will probably reach you before this. 

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.” The Lord reigueth; let the earth rejoice, let the mul- 
titude of isles be glad thereof. Clouds and darkness are round 
about him; righteousness and judgment are the habitation cf his 
throne.” 

Though our embassy should be considered one of inferiour mag- 
nitude, I doubt not, Rev. Sir, that you have marked it progress 
with tender solicitudes; both because your son was personally en- 
gaged in it, and because it had for its objects the melioration of the 
state of the African peopie, and the diffusion of christian knowledge 
in a foreign land. In our short and perilous voyage from America, we 
were called on to celebrate Divine mercy in the midst of judgment. 
The hand of Gop made for us a way in the deep, and smoothed our 
path in the mighty waters, while many other ships were overwhelm- 
ed. Our reception in London among the friends of humanity and 
religion, to whom our letters were addressed, was very cordial. 
We made early arrangements to prosecute our tour, and leaving 
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Lanes 2d February, we arrived in Africa 12th March. Remain- 
a few days in the majestick Gambia, we visited the English 
pes ony at Sierra Leone, and passed several weeks in the Sherbr Oy 
pens sh with the kings and head men of the country, and mak- 
ing such surveys of the bay, rivers, islands and the adjacent region, 
as our time and circumstances would allow. On our return to 
Sierra Leone, we finished our inquiries there, and, as there was 
no American ship in the vicinity, we improved the only opportuni- 
ty to leave the coast before the rainy season should set in with vio- 
lence, and took passage for England. 

When taking our last views of the African continent, which for 
the sake of others we had so earnestly desired to see, we gave 
thanks to Gop, and congratulated each viher, that the principal la- 
bours and dangers of our mission were now past. Our minds were 
prepared by mature reflection before we left our country, to meet 
dangers and endure trials, which through Divine coodness had never 
occurred. We turned our thoughts on the country of our birth, 
on the society which we had the honour to serve, and on our pa- 
rents and friends whom we had a fair prospect in a few months to 
see. But our want of penetration into futurity should admonish us 
that Jehovah rules the world, and keeps his creatures, every mo- 
ment in a state of dependence on himself. 

The ship afforded us good accommodation. The cabin was large 
and airy, our stores of fresh provisions ample and various, and our 
meiticine chests well furnished. The sea-air was agreeably cool, 
and we were advancing towards latitudes perfectly congenial to 
our health. 

The health of your son, my reverend colleague and brother, was 
slender before he left the United States; having a stricture on the 
lungs and a dangerous cough. On the ‘Atlantic he had no cough 
and was in fine health. In our voyage to Africa, and the w hole 
time of our residence on the coast, he enjoyed excellent health, and 
was active in busisess every day. 

On the evening of 5th June, two weeks after we sailed from 
Sierra Leone, he ‘expressed apprehensions of a fever, and employed 
some ordinary antidotes with apparent success. He sat daily, read 
his letters, manuscripts. and books, and occasionally took exercise 
by walking on deck. He confined himself to a light ‘nutritious diet, 
and sometimes took a little medicine according to his own prescrip- 
tions. ‘The others of us in the cabin paid bim every attention, and 
gave hints of advice. He frequently expressed fear that there 
was still an unnatural accumulation of bile on the stomach, which 
eaused the continuance of the fever, and which the emetic had not 
reached. Calomel was recommended as a powerful antidote to the 
bile, and nearly indispensable in this climate. He did not think 
his stomach much out of order, and declined taking it. Though he 
seemed to himse!f and to us to be nearly well, an irregular fever 
still lodged about him, disturbing his rest ‘and sometimes “producing 
severe pais in his head. He was troubled with a flatulent stomach 
while in usual health. and much more so now in sickness. 
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On Saturday, 13th June, he consented to our advice, to take some 
calomel at night to remove the bile. He sat up some during the 
day, but was in considerable pain and very restless. ‘Towards 
night he fell asleep, and awoke with a distressing hiccough. All 
my fears were now aroused at once. I employed various means 
with all cheerfulness and diligence until the hiccough abated, and 
in a few hours quite ceased. He took a moderate portion of calo- 
mel, to remove the bile, and some drops of laudanum to check pains, 
aud induce sleep. I was by him the whole night to administer to 
his wants in little intervals of wakefulness. He rested quietly. 

Lord’s day, 14th June. He was composed and much refreshed, 
having no pain, and little or no fever. I repeated some devotional 
parts of the Psalms, to which he added others; I think with sensi- 
ble emotion and spiritual enjoyment. After reflection in the morn- 
ing, said he could not recall what had taken place after the hiccough 
came on the last night; but he thanked us with very sincere and 
tender affection for any services we might have rendered him. 
The calomel and other medicines operated very favourably, re- 
moving much bile from the stomach. He took a moderate break- 
fast and dinner with good appetite. In the afternoon and evening 
he was in more paia, his thoughts were confused, and the hiccough 
gradually returned with violence and obstinacy. 

Monday 15th June. He had a restless night. The hiccough 
was almost constant and painful. Yesterday morning I thought 
the life of my colleague was preserved to the church, as'a reward 
for my assidious attentions:—this morning I reclined my head and 
wept, saying, Oh! my brother, my brother! 

He had still considerable strength, and sat up; took some break- 
fast, and even walked across the cabin before we were aware of it. 
The hiccough gradually abated, and at length stopped. He slept 
with short interruptions. He stil! knew us, answered questions 
correctly, and expressed sentiments of piety and trust in God. 
The energies of animal nature were sensibly declining. 

2h.30m. P.M. Noconvulsion, no deep groan, no doleful hic- 
cough, distinguished this moment; he gently closed his hands on his 
breast as if to engage in some act of devotion; and while his coun- 
tenance expressed the severity of his soul, he ceased to breathe. — 
‘Mark the righteous man and behold the upright, for the end of 
that man is peace.” 

When the sun was going down, all on board assembled with 
much seriousness, forming a circle of mourners tenderly affected;— 
then, with supplication to Him, “in whose hand is the soul of every 
living thing, and the breath of all mankind,” the remains of our 
departed brother were entrusted to the deep. 

It isan honour and a privilege, reverend sir, to have had a son 
so eminent in piety, so distinguished in benevolence, and so un- 
wearied in christian labours. Do not mourn that he finished his 
work so early, and has gone to enjoy his reward. Ii any mourn, 
leave it to the sons of Africa in whose service he clused his days; 
there are those in Sierra Leone and Sherbro, not to say in the 
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United States, who will be deeply afflicted at the intelligence of 
his death. 

This is not the time or place to attempt a delineation of the 
leading teatures of his character, or enumerate the services which 
he has been enabled to render to the christian church. Itis my 
devout prayer that Christ, the great head of the church, may raise 
up many others of a like spirit, who may go into the desolate parts 


of the earth, and publish his redeeming love among the pagan na- 
tions. Yours, Rev. Sir, EBENEZER BUKGESS 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


REMARKABLE APPEARANCE OF PROVIDENCE, 
In favour of a persecuted Minister. 


The Rev. Joseph Stennet, (great grandfather of the Jate Dr. Sa- 
muel Stennet) was a faithful and labourious minister; but his dissent 
from the established church, exposed him to a considerable share of 
persecution, Yet the Lord, whom he served, and who knows how 
to deliver the godly out of temptation, was pleased to afford him 
deliverance, in the following extraordinar y manner: 

He dwelt in the castle of W allingford, a place where no warrant 
but that of the lord chief justice could reach him; and the house 
was so situated, that religious assemblies could meet there for wor- 
ship without any danger of legal conviction, unless informers were 
admitted, which care was taken to prevent. <A justice of peace in 
the neighbourhood, highly incensed at this, resolved, together with 
a clergyman, upon a conviction of the offence, by suborning false 
witnesses. Several parsons were accordingly hired to swear that 
they had heard prayer and preaching there, “though they had never 
been present. Mr. Stennet, finding an indictment laid against him 
on the conventicle act, founded on the oath of several witnesses, 
and being well assured that nothing but perjury could support it, 

was resolved to traverse it: and accordingly did so. The assizes 
were held at Newbury; and when the time approached, his adversa- 
ries greatly triumphed in their expected success. But the scene 
was suddenly changed. News came to the justice, that his son at 
(xford was gone off with a plaver; this prevented his attendance. 
The clergyman, who was determined to be present, and boasted of 
the services which would be done to the church by the prosecution, 
was removed by sudden death. One of the witnesses, who lived at 
Cromish, was prevented by a violent disease, of which he afterwards 
died. Another of them fell down and broke his leg, and so was hin- 
dered. In short, of seven or eight persons engaged in this wicked 
design, there was but one left who was capable of appearing; he was 
a gardener, who had been frequently employed by Mr. Stennet at 
day-labour, but who had never been admitted in the meeting; this 
mat was expected to be a very material evidence, and was kept i in 
liquor several days for that purpose. But coming to his reason Just 

as the assizes drew on, he went about the tow n, exclaim ng against - 
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himself for his ingratitude and perjury; and absolutely refused to 
co. So that when Mr. Stennet came to Newbury, neither prosecus 
tor nor witness appearing against him, he was discharged. 

It is a dangerous thing to obstruct the free course of the gospel, 
and oppose the ministers of it. Let persecutors remember the 
words of Jesus Christ: Saul! Saul! why persecuteth thou me? it 
is hard for thee tu kick against the pricks:” that is, it is foolish and 
fruitless, wounding and destructive, as it would be to kick with your 
naked heel against briers and thorns, spurs and spears. And let 
the preachers of the gospel take courage; for il Christ will work, 
who shall hinder it? 

INEBRIETY. 

To show the dangers of inebrity, the catholick legends tell us of 
some of their hermits, to whom the devil gave his choice of three 
crimes: two of them of the most atrocious kind: and the other to be 
druuk. ‘The poor saint chose the last, as the least of the three; but 
when drunk, committed the other two. 

The baneful effects of this pernicious vice upon the body, are de- 
served by Dr. Darwin, in his Zoonomia,”’ under an allegory, which 
would not have disgraced the splendid imagination of lord Bacon 
himself. 

“Prometheus,” says the doctor, “‘was painted, and stealing fire 
from heaven, that might well represent the inflammable spirit, pro- 
duced by fermentation, which may be said to animate or enliven the 
man of clay; whence the conquests of Bacchus, as well as the tem- 

orary mirth and noise of his devotees. But, the after punishment 
of those who steal this accursed fire, is a vulture gnawing the liver; 
and well allegorises the poor inebiiate, lingering for years under 
ainful diseases.”’ 

And, that the graces and energies of poetry may come in aid of 
the figure, so strongly depicted in prose, the same great physiolo- 
gist, in his Botanic Garden, in the most sublime imagery, and with 
the greatest strength of personification, has composed a picture, 
which should be painted aud hung up in every chamber dedicated to 
Bacchanalian festivity. 

Dr. Darwin personifies the goddess of wine, under the pame of 
Vitis, who thus addressed her votaries: 


“Drink deep, sweet youth, seductive Vitis cries, 
The maudlin tear-drop glistening in her eyes; 
Green ‘eaves and purple clusters crown her head. 
And the tall thyrsus stavs her tott’ring tread: 
“Drink deep,” “she carols as she waves in air 

The mantling goblet, “and forget your care;”’ 

O’er the dread feast malignant Chymia scowls, 
And mingles poison in the nectar’d bowls. 

Fell Gout peeps grinning thro’ the flimsy scene, 
And bloated Dropsy keeps behind unseen, 
Wrapp’d in her rove, while Lepra hides her stains. 
And silent Frenzy, writhing, bites his chains. 
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TRADE IN PRETENDED PARDONS. 


It having been asserted that the sale of pardons from the see of 
Rome has long become extinct. the following facts deserve to be 
made known:—*In the year 1799. or perhaps 1800, his majesty’s 
frigate Southampton (then commanied by capt. Harvey,) was 
cruising off the north end of Aguilla, where she captured a Span- 
ish tartan, from Europe bound for the Havana. On examining her 
papers, it appeared that her lading consisted of cases of quick -sil- 
ver, invoiced at 20,000 dollars, and of bales of paper, invoiced at 
$0,000, or about 75000. sterling. As to the value of the quick-sil- 
ver, the captain entertained no doubt; but it was a matter of won- 
der what could be wanted on the Spanish Main with so much pa- 

er; and, indeed, how even so many bales could be so valuable; 
or the patron or master of the tartan spoke of this paper in terms 
of high adwniration. <A bale of it was accordingly carried on board 
the Southampton for examination; when it was found to consist of 
printed sheets, of the size and appearance of a newspaper, each of 
which was stamped with several black seals, with prices attached to 
each, in the style and manner of English stamps. Some’of these 
pepers were in Spanish, others in Lativ: and the whole of them 
were either pardons or indulgences for the various sins, not deadly, 
contained in the Catholick “Rubrick. The seals or stamps were 
those of ecclesiastical courts, and officials at Rome; to which were 
added those of severa! Spanish dignitaries, particularly the arch- 
bishop of Toledo; every seal had its price. and the prices varied in 
proportion to the object of each paper; some of the sheets being 
only rated at half a dollar, and others as high as seven. The pa- 
tron acknowledged that his employers had paid the invoice price 
of those holy goods in Europe; and indeed it appeared by the ves- 
sel’s papers that they were partly consigned to ecclesiistical esta- 
blishments, and partly sent out for the chance of a market. The 
prize was carried into Tortola, where the whole of the bales were 
sold to some Dutch speculators from St. Thomas’s, for about 2001.; 
and those gentlemen made the purchase in hopes of disposing of 
them by a smuggling trade on the cvast of Porto Rico, and also on 
the Main. English paper. 





From the Christian Observer. 
AN EVENING SOLILOQUY. 


Far from the giddy maze of boisterous life, 
With unambitious footsteps would I turn, 
To where yon flowrets bloom, 

And shed unnoticed sweets. 


Where, where is now the world? that world which late 
Courted my lov e,and strove with bitter taunt, 

Or soft seductive smile, 

To tear me from my God? 











sued “ a fh ie - 
Ea NE on Fe oe ph 
LE eee ‘ 


- ue Ze ?. ase pee ke 
. = ni. Dee 


od 





















THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Now would I taste the joy of paradise, 

When man could wander tranquil, unobserved, 
Amid the silent grove, 

Cool’d by the twilight dews; 


Nor felt a wish for more tumu!tuous joys, 
‘To break the evening’s solitary gloom, 
And rob his pensive soul 

Of converse with her God. 


F’en now I feel delights, which waft the thought 
Beyond the world—beyond the bounds of time; 
And angels might descend 

To envy human joys. 


- Yet why thus falls unseen an o’er-fraught tear? 


’Tis but the welcome drop that speaks a heart 
Where gratitude would raise 
An altar to her God. 


Yon meads repay the weary peasant’s toil; 
Yon flower diffuses sweets to cheer the maid 
Who rear’d its drooping head, 

And watch’d its opening bud: 


But man forgets the hand, whose fostering care 
Sheds thousand sweets to cheer a bitter life: 
Nor cheers this life alone, 

But points to brighter days. 


Oh, melt my heart! and thou Celestial Power, 
Expand this wayward breast with holiest flame, 
And waft my ardent soul 

Where love for ever dwells! 


{feel thy power. From earth faith’s tranquil eye, 
Averted, points me to the eternal throne; 

Then hence ye fading scenes 

That damp my rising joys! 


Full on my wondering eye yon brighter world 
Bursts with eternal splendour, and sublimes 


_ My heart’s low, grovelling powers, 


And tunes my feeble lay. 


Wide they expand! the ethereal gates unfold, 
And light which dazzles angels, light divine, 
That gleams to hell’s dark caves, 

Beams on a mortal eye! 


Soon shall I rest where bliss for ever flows, 
And angels strike their harps with sweetest chords 
To tune their Maker’s praise— 
The praises of my God. 
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Yes, I shall join; and every solemn pause 
Shall hear the blissful notes re-echo far; 
And every harp shall sound 

«Worthy the Lamb who died!” 


But, ah! [I turn my steps—yon distant spires 
Recall my thoughts to meet a giddy world, 
And bid this yielding heart 

Glow with its wonted flames. 


The vision fades!—Ah why Celestial Power, 
So short the moments when my wearied soul 
Forgets a jarring world, 

And dwells with Thee alone? 


Return ye pure delights! —Ah, no! they fly, 
Fly from my grasp, and seek their native skies, 
While passion’s guilty train 

And earth-born cares succeed! 


Again shall wild ambition tear this heart? 
Ambition! soul disturbing, maddening power, 
Who lives in busy crowds, 

Nor breathes this lonely gale! 


Again shall pride inflate my guilty breast! 
Again shall writhing envy pierce this soul, 
And passion weave false smiles 

To tempt me to her arms! 


Grief, too shall claim her seat—I heed her not: 
Long has she ruled this bosom, where her force 
Has smoothed a rugged shore 
With wave succeeding wave: 


No more she wears her soul -appalling form; 
Familiar converse smooths her haggard mien; 


. Unseen, unfelt. she reigns 


An innate in my breast. 


But soon the strife shall cease! —the wayward train 
Oj heedless passions shall forget to rage, 

Nor earth shall boast a charm 

To bind my parting soul. 


Then welcome, Death! for thou alone canst free 


A wounded soul from sorrow’s stern control, 
And waft it to these climes 


Where bliss for ever reigns. W. 
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